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We've identified five priority areas for action this decade where Forest Trends is poised to have maximum impact.  Learn More

WHAT WE DO >
Forest Trends works to promote investments, markets as well as other payment and incentive mechanisms for a broad range of ecosystem systems and services.
Select a category to learn more. 
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						An Analysis of the Extent and Nature of Illegality in Forest Conversion for Agriculture and Timber Plantations
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Exports from Illegal Conversion Worth US$61 Billion and Responsible for 25 Percent of Tropical Deforestation; Brazil and Indonesia’s Illegal Land Clearance Highest in the World.

WASHINGTON, DC | 11 September 2014 — A comprehensive new analysis released today says that nearly half (49%) of all recent tropical deforestation is the result of illegal clearing for commercial agriculture. The study also finds that around half of this illegal destruction was driven by overseas demand for agricultural commodities including palm oil, beef, soy, and wood products. In addition to devastating impacts on forest-dependent people and biodiversity, the illegal conversion of tropical forests for commercial agriculture is estimated to produce 1.47 gigatonnes of carbon each year—equivalent to 25% of the EU’s annual fossil fuel-based emissions.

According to the study, Consumer Goods and Deforestation: An Analysis of the Extent and Nature of Illegality in Forest Conversion for Agriculture and Timber Plantations, 90% of the deforestation in Brazil from 2000 to 2012 was illegal, primarily due to the failure to conserve a percentage of natural forests in large-scale cattle and soy plantations, as required by Brazilian law. (Much of this occurred prior to 2004, when the Brazilian government took steps to successfully reduce deforestation.) And in the forests of Indonesia, 80% of deforestation was illegal—mostly for large-scale plantations producing palm oil and timber, 75% of which is exported. While other countries also experience high levels of illegal deforestation, Brazil and Indonesia produce the highest level of agricultural commodities destined for global markets, many of which wind up in cosmetics or household goods (palm oil), animal feed (soy), and packaging (wood products).
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Summary: Global Estimates of Illegal Deforestation for Commercial Agriculture and Export:
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Note: Mid-point estimates based on sensitivity analyses conducted for this report.
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          Almost Done Signing Up!
You'll receive a confirmation email to the address you provided.  Please be sure to check your spam/junk folder for this email.   Thank you and welcome to the Forest Trends Family!

          Houston, we have a problem.
We had a problem signing you up.  Please try again, and if the problem persists, please let us know via our contact form.
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                    We’re proud to be recognized as a financially accountable and transparent organization by receiving Charity Navigator’s 4-Star rating and Candid’s Platinum Seal of Transparency. 
                    	– 2015 Schwab Foundation Social Entrepreneur
	– 2015 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions
	– 2010 Skoll Foundation Award for Social Entrepreneurship
	– 2005 U.S. Forest Service Chief’s Global Stewardship Award
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