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We've identified five priority areas for action this decade where Forest Trends is poised to have maximum impact.  Learn More

WHAT WE DO >
Forest Trends works to promote investments, markets as well as other payment and incentive mechanisms for a broad range of ecosystem systems and services.
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						Contracting for Forest Carbon

						Elements of a Forest Carbon Purchase Agreement

						
						By Slayde Hawkins, Michelle Nowlin, Daniel Ribeiro, Ryan Stoa, Ryke Longest, Jim Salzman - Forest Trends, Duke Environmental Law & Policy Clinic, Duke Environmental Law & Policy Clinic, Duke Environmental Law & Policy Clinic, Duke Environmental Law & Policy Clinic, Duke University
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Forest carbon payments – payments for restoring or planting forest, or for preventing forest degradation or deforestation – can help to prevent and reverse forest loss. However, forest carbon transactions today raise many challenging issues for participants, including difficult legal questions. Despite almost twenty years of transacting forest carbon, and more than 67.8 million tons of carbon dioxide transacted,  transaction costs and legal fees remain significant and unpredictable due to the range of project types and complexity of forest carbon projects.

This document seeks to lower transaction costs and level the playing field by explaining and discussing the clauses of an emission reductions purchase agreement (ERPA), which is a typical contract used to buy and sell credits for carbon emission reductions. Specifically, the goal of this document is to provide contracting parties with important background information, as well as a basic familiarity with contractual language and format.This document therefore describes a forest carbon emission reductions purchase agreement step-by-step, discussing elements of the contract and issues that will arise. Sample contract clauses are presented to illustrate the discussion and provide examples of relevant contractual language.
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          Almost Done Signing Up!
You'll receive a confirmation email to the address you provided.  Please be sure to check your spam/junk folder for this email.   Thank you and welcome to the Forest Trends Family!

          Houston, we have a problem.
We had a problem signing you up.  Please try again, and if the problem persists, please let us know via our contact form.

          

        


    




	




	
            
              
                
                	
               		
               

                
                    We’re proud to be recognized as a financially accountable and transparent organization by receiving Charity Navigator’s 4-Star rating and Candid’s Platinum Seal of Transparency. 
                    	– 2015 Schwab Foundation Social Entrepreneur
	– 2015 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions
	– 2010 Skoll Foundation Award for Social Entrepreneurship
	– 2005 U.S. Forest Service Chief’s Global Stewardship Award
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This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Cookie settingsACCEPT
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					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these cookies, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may have an effect on your browsing experience.
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