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We've identified five priority areas for action this decade where Forest Trends is poised to have maximum impact.  Learn More

WHAT WE DO >
Forest Trends works to promote investments, markets as well as other payment and incentive mechanisms for a broad range of ecosystem systems and services.
Select a category to learn more. 

Forests[image: ]
Climate[image: ]
Communities[image: ]
Water[image: ]
Biodiversity[image: ]
Investments[image: ]
Agriculture[image: ]


		
				WHERE WE WORK >


Africa
Asia
Europe
Latin America
North America


VIEW ALL

		



	OUR IMPACT


                
                
						Initiatives
	Events
	Publications
	Blog
	Pressroom
	Resilience Dispatch
	News from EM
	Ecosystem Markets Map


                	
                        
                        
                        
                    

                


			
			
			[image: Forest Trends]
			
			
				
                
                    Search for:
                    
                
                
            


				
				
				
					Donate

					
						Make a Monthly Donation
						Make a One-Time Donation
						Support as an Evergreen Partner
						Give to a Campaign
						More Ways to Give
					

					
                    [image: ]
                    
				

               
			
            
            
		
	Donate

	

	

	
	

	
    	

		
			
				publications
				Quotas, Powers, Patronage, and Illegal Rent-Seeking
											

                        
				
		

		
	
		
			
								
                	                        								[image: Publication Thumbnail]
                                                        						

					
                    						
						
												
						
											Communities
				Forests
				Investments
							Apr 19, 2010
						

						
						
						
						Quotas, Powers, Patronage, and Illegal Rent-Seeking

						The Political Economy and the Timber Trade in Southern Laos

						
						By Ian G. Baird

						
												    View Publication
                                                
                        						
						
Forests are extremely important to the people of Laos. They are the basis for the livelihoods of most of those living in rural areas, especially the poor and Laos’ large population of indigenous peoples. Forests are also an important source of government revenue, and Lao forests are being increasingly recognized for the high levels of biodiversity that they support, including many rare and endemic species. They also provide various crucial ecosystem services. However, there are serious doubts—including from within the Lao government—about the sustainability of the country’s forestry industry. There are also concerns about the legal status of much of the Lao timber harvested and traded.

This study provides detailed information regarding the complex and interrelated factors associated with timber extraction and logging quotas, commercial rubber plantation development, and cross-border timber trade at the provincial and district levels in southern Laos. It begins by looking at the various links along the commodity chain, and how government officials—particularly forestry officials at the provincial and district levels—are able to personally benefit. The study covers the political economy of logging and the timber trade, as well as the different forms of patronage, clientalism, or illegal rent-seeking that affect the forest sector. Since the political dynamics shift from one type of logging quota to another, this issue is discussed in some detail.
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          Almost Done Signing Up!
You'll receive a confirmation email to the address you provided.  Please be sure to check your spam/junk folder for this email.   Thank you and welcome to the Forest Trends Family!

          Houston, we have a problem.
We had a problem signing you up.  Please try again, and if the problem persists, please let us know via our contact form.
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                    We’re proud to be recognized as a financially accountable and transparent organization by receiving Charity Navigator’s 4-Star rating and Candid’s Platinum Seal of Transparency. 
                    	– 2015 Schwab Foundation Social Entrepreneur
	– 2015 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions
	– 2010 Skoll Foundation Award for Social Entrepreneurship
	– 2005 U.S. Forest Service Chief’s Global Stewardship Award
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					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these cookies, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may have an effect on your browsing experience.
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