Katoomba Meeting 6-7 October 2009

Payments for REDD and other Ecosystem Services in West Africa
(and looking forward to REDD in Central Africa)
Meeting Overview

The Katoomba Group is an international network working to promote and improve capacity related to markets and payments for ecosystem services (PES). The mission of the Katoomba Group is threefold: to identify and respond to gaps in PES theory and practice; share intelligence about new developments related to PES markets; and address key PES challenges, such as mobilization of private sector buyers and enabling progress on legal, policy and institutional frameworks.

Although there have been three Katoomba Group meetings in Africa - Uganda (2005), South Africa (2006) and Tanzania (2008) - this will be the first in West Africa.  It is timely in that PES interest in the region is fast increasing; for example, Ghana, Liberia and Cameroon have been approved funding by the World Bank’s Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) for developing Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) Readiness Plans, and there are several emerging private sector initiatives to develop ‘forest carbon’ credits. These early developments are encouraging, but there is an enormous need for information and capacity building in order to effectively access these new markets. 
REDD

The Meeting will focus firstly on the key challenges for the planning and development of national REDD strategies. These include, for example:
· understanding what REDD might mean in different national contexts

· how to create economic incentives for local stakeholders;
· how to combine ‘sub-national’ REDD projects with national level accounting;

· the challenge of ‘pro-poor REDD’ including benefit sharing mechanisms;

· development of Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) systems.
Such issues require more information and research, legal and institutional analysis, capacity building, regional networking and coordination.  This meeting is also timely in terms of helping country representatives fine tune their positions on REDD issues prior to the watershed meeting of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Copenhagen in December 2009, at which it is hoped there will be a political agreement on the basic architecture of REDD in a post-Kyoto regime.

AGROFORESTRY SYSTEMS AND TREE CROPS
The Katoomba Group believes that there are strong links between sustainable agroforestry production, forest conservation and carbon finance.  For example, there are both carbon sequestration and reduced emission possibilities associated with shaded cocoa systems compared to the less sustainable ‘full-sun’ system. A key question is whether carbon payments to cocoa farmers could tip the balance towards shaded systems.  Other tree crops in the region with carbon potential include coffee, rubber, oil palm, cashew and other non-timber forest products. 
BEYOND REDD – SOIL AND LANDSCAPE LEVEL CARBON

Most attention, as regards climate change mitigation, has so far has been on forests rather than agriculture. But there is increasing impetus to discuss soil carbon as part of a “Beyond REDD” package at Copenhagen. The storage or sequestration of carbon through soil conserving or low till agricultural practices would also have major poverty reduction benefits for Africa. Among ideas being floated is an ‘African Food Security Carbon Fund’ based on soil carbon. At this meeting there will be an important discussion by world experts on the potential and challenges of soil carbon for Africa, as well as a discussion of ‘landscape level carbon’ or how to account for carbon gains from multiple land uses.

MARINE AND COASTAL ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Another key area is marine and coastal ecosystem services.  Most countries in the region share the Guinea coast, and there is an urgent need to incentivize the protection of wetlands and mangrove systems (such as the Amanzuri wetlands in Ghana and the Marshall wetlands in Liberia). These ecosystems buffer storm surges, provide critical habitats, harbour significant carbon stocks, and play a major role in the formation and export of ‘dissolved organic matter’ to the ocean. Also, in southwest Ghana, the planned exploitation of off-shore oil reserves threatens the richest biodiversity (terrestrial and aquatic) pool in the country, not to mention the significant carbon and tourism values. This meeting will hold important discussions on the potential and challenges to developing PES options for marine and coastal ecosystem services.

THEMES AND OUTCOMES

In response to the above context, the Katoomba Meeting is structured around the following main themes:

· Progress and challenges for national REDD Programmes, including methodological, policy and social issues. 

· Exploring the potential for carbon finance to support agroforestry systems.

· Analysis of the potential for ‘soil carbon’ in Africa.

· Marine and coastal ecosystem services.
· Biodiversity offsets from industrial natural resource extraction.  
Outcomes of this Katoomba Meeting will include:

· Guidance for negotiating teams and civil society going into Copenhagen;

· Increased collaboration among KG members on critical ecosystem challenges in West Africa;
· Discussion of REDD options for Central Africa and agreement on key issues for a proposed Katoomba Group meeting in the Congo Region in 2010; 

· Refining the agenda of the Katoomba Group and the ‘Katoomba Ecosystem Services Incubator’ in the region over the next five years.
Draft Agenda: 

Katoomba Meeting: Payments for REDD and Other Ecosystem Services in West Africa, 6-7 October 2009, Accra, Ghana 
Tuesday 6 October: Forest Carbon – REDD and Tree Crops
8.00 – 9.00 
Registration
9.00 – 10.30 
Inauguration and Welcome Addresses


Master of Ceremonies: tbc
Presidents of Ghana and Liberia, tbc
Hon. Alhaji Collins Dauda, Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, Ghana, tbc
Hon. Sherry Ayitey, Minister of Environment, Technology and Science, Ghana, tbc


Michael Jenkins, President, Forest Trends
10.30 – 11.00
Coffee break

11.00 – 12.30
Keynote Presentations
Moderator: tbc
Kofi Annan, Africa Progress Panel, tbc: Agriculture, Climate and Carbon

Dan Nepstad, Moore Foundation: Forests, Climate and Carbon

David Croft, Cadbury, tbc: Exploring the Potential for ‘Cocoa Carbon’ in Ghana
Discussion

12.30 – 1.30 
Lunch

1.30 – 3.15
REDD: Evolving Architecture and First Steps in the Region
Moderator: tbc  




Charlotte Streck, Climate Focus: National REDD architecture options

Andre Aquino, World Bank and Josep Gari, UN REDD Programme, DRC, tbc: The Status of REDD Readiness in Africa
Etienne Makaga Massard, Ministry of Environment, Gabon, tbc: Title tbc

Alain Karsenty, CIRAD-FORET: Key REDD Issues in the Congo Basin

Discussion

3.15 – 3.45
Tea break
3.45 – 5.30
Tree Crops and Carbon: Linking REDD with Farmers and Tree Planting
Moderator:  tbc.
Frank Hicks, Biological Capital: Cocoa Carbon Potential and Pitfalls

Jim Gokowski, Sustainable Tree Crops Program (STCP/IITA): What’s the State of the Science and Methods (of tree crops and carbon)?

Representatives of Kuapa Kokoo and Abrapoba Cocoa Cooperatives: Cocoa Farmer Perspectives

Mike Packer, Arborcarb: Carbon Project Developer Perspectives

Discussion
6.30 – 7.30 
Reception by the Katoomba Ecosystem Services Incubator and NCRC

Wednesday 7 October.  Beyond REDD and Carbon 
8.30 – 9.00
Welcome and Recap on Day 1: Yadvinder Malhi, Oxford University
9.00 – 10.45
Beyond REDD: Capturing the Full Range of Terrestrial Carbon Options 
Moderator: tbc
Ken Newcombe, C-Quest Capital, tbc: Overview of Terrestrial Carbon Options

Akim Adesina, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, tbc: The Potential for Soil Carbon in West Africa 

Peter Minang, World Agroforestry Centre: The Africa BioCarbon Initiative
Bernard Mercer, Forests Philanthropy Action Network: Philanthropic Funding Priorities for Terrestrial Carbon Options in Africa


Discussion

10.45 – 11.15 Coffee break
11.15 – 1.00
Beyond Carbon: Payments for Marine, Coastal and Biodiversity Ecosystem Services
Moderator: tbc
Tundi Agardy, Forest Trends: International experience - marine PES


Gordon Ajonina, Cameroon Mangrove Network, tbc: PES for Mangroves and Wetlands


Yadvinder Malhi, Oxford University: Water, Weather and West Africa’s Forests
Chris Anderson and Nick Cotts, Newmont Ghana Gold: Biodiversity Offsets and Gold Mining – A Case Study from Ghana
Discussion

1.00 – 2.00 
Lunch

2.00 – 3.30
Breakout groups
1. Pro-Poor REDD – How can we do it?
Facilitator: tbc 
Kyeretwie Opoku: Regional Challenges and Opportunities for Pro-poor REDD
Liberia presentation, tbc: Legal and Institutional Aspects of Pro-Poor REDD
Phil Franks, CARE: Is There a Role for International Standards in Pro-Poor REDD?

Discussion
2. REDD Measurement, Verification and Methodologies
Facilitator:  tbc
Yadvinder Malhi, University of Oxford. Developing a Carbon Map for Ghana
Presenter, tbc. The Challenge of Accounting for Forest Degradation 

Mariano Cenamo, IDESAM: Lessons from the Juma Project, Brazil

Discussion

3. Towards an Integrated Landscape Approach to Emissions Reduction and Sequestration from Land Use 
Facilitator: tbc
Sara Scherr, Ecoagriculture Partners: Policy issues
Presenter, tbc. Monitoring and measuring carbon at landscape scale
Presenter, tbc. Institutional challenges and potential solutions
Discussion
3.30 –  4.00
Tea break
4.00 – 5.00
Panel and Plenary Discussion – Is the Future REDD (+) in West Africa? 

Moderator: tbc

Panel: tbc

Feedback and key messages from breakout sessions, panel responses and plenary discussion 
5.00 – 5.30
Concluding Thoughts and Next Steps
7.30 
Final Dinner Presentation, tbc.
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