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About WRI

• Environmental research organization 
• Practical solutions to improve people’s lives and 

protect the earth.

• Four focus areas:
– People and Ecosystems
– Governance
– Climate protection
– Markets and Enterprise

www.wri.org



3 Key elements

• Know where your products come 
from (traceability) 

• Know your products
• Make sure nobody tricks you!

Basics to develop a RPP to address 
legality:



Why?

• Show business leadership,
• Keep customers happy.

The market is asking to keep forest products legal, 
sustainable, and to supply certain information 

Responsible Procurement Policies are a way to 
address these requests.
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Know where your products come from

• How to evaluate your supply chain:
– Questionnaires, databases
– Engage stakeholders 
– Suppliers’ procurement policies
– Contracts and documentation

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ?

QuestionsQ           AQ           AAnswers
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Know where your products come from
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Know your products

• Species
• Amount/volume of species used
• Place of origin
• Does it come from risk areas/sources



3 Key elements

• Know where your products come 
from (traceability) 

• Know your products
• Make sure nobody tricks you!

Basics to develop a RPP to address 
legality:



Make sure nobody tricks you!

• Monitoring and verification throughout the 
supply chain:
– Self verification
– Second party verification
– Third party verification

• Forest Certification Systems and 
Environmental Management Systems



Remember

• Know your products, where they come 
from, and make sure you’re not being 
tricked!

• Illegal logging:
– No commonly accepted definition
– Not a widespread problem

• Simple measures can go a long way
• Help is available



Where to get help



THANK YOU!www.SustainableForestProds.org


