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1941-1973 de Concesiones (latifundios administrativos) y Vedas)

1974-1986 El Gran Despertar” de la Forestria Comunitaria.  
1975-2-3% of national forests directly in the hands of 
forest communities.  By 1985 that had risen to 17% 
(González Martínez, 1992).  

1987-1993 El Gran Retroceso (en politicas públicas). 
Consolidacion de la primera oleada

1994-2000 Mediano Redespertar (PROCYMAF/PRODEFOR).  
Maduración Económica y Ecológica de la Primera
Oleada

2000-2006- ?

Periodization of Community Forest Management for Timber 
in Mexico



Characteristics of Mexican Community Forestry

Based on Mexico’s ejido and indigenous community land 
tenure system, a common property regime and common 
pool resource.
Community Forest Enterprises (CFE) for Logging from 
common forestlands.
Frequently organized in second and third-level 
organizations.
Estimated 80% of forestlands in ejidos and indigenous 
communities.
Estimates of number of CFEs range from 279-480.



 Rentista Madera 
rolliza 

Madera aserrada Productos 
forestales 

 
Ganancias de las ventas 
 

573,549 1,688,274 3,020,021 9,578,861

Pago de salarios 
 

1,440 406,718 306,388 774,227

Costos totales 
 

304,125 1,010,740 1,462,620 1,462,620

Ganancia 
 

311,386 870498 1,557,401 3,056,819

Porcentaje de ganancias 
sobre venta (%) 
 

54% 52%  52%  32%

Porcentaje pagado en 
salarios (%) 
 

10 44 29 28

 

Tabla : Ganancias y Costos de 42 Empresas Forestales en 
Oaxaca (pesos)

Source: Antinori, 2000: 167



Total Harvested Volume of Mahogany and Cedar 
in Quintana Roo, 1938-2001
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Sources: - 1939-1979: Dachary, Alfredo C. & Stella M. Arnaiz B. 1983. Estudios Socioeconómicos Preliminares de Quintana Roo: 
Sector Agropecuario y Forestal (1902-1980). Puerto Morelos: Centro de Investigaciones de Quintana Roo.
-1980-1986: Informe de labores del gobierno de Pedro Joaquín Coldwell. 1987.
- 1987-1990: Análisis Estadístico de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos, ediciones 1990 y 1988-1989, INEGI, 1992 y 1990.
- 1993-2001: SEMARNAP
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Comparison of Authorized and Harvested 
Volumes of Mahogany and Cedar, Laguna Kana, 

Quintana Roo, 1961-2001

Authorized
Harvested

Source: Archivos ejidales de Laguna Kana, Permiso de Aprovechamiento, SEMARNAT, Archivos de la OEPFZM, 
Tesis Eva Oribe Camas (1999).



Source: Source: Archivos Ejidales de Laguna Kana, Permiso de Aprovechamiento, SEMARNAT, Archivos de la 
OEPFZM, Tesis Eva Oribe Camas (1999)

Total Volume of Tropical Timber in Laguna 
Kana, Quintana Roo, 1961-2001
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Quintana Roo Forest Communities with logging permits  by 
Ranges of Authorized Extraction Volume (m3) of Mahogany 
(Swietenia macrophylla)  and Cedar (Cedrela odorata), 2000

Source: SEMARNAP 1999, Permisos Vigentes



Comparison of Authorized and Harvested Volume of 
Tropical Timber in OEPFZM, 1990-1998
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Source: Oribe Camas, Eva. 1999. "Diagnóstico de los aprovechamientos forestales 1990/1998 en la 
Organización de Ejidos Productores Forestales de la Zona Maya. Tesis Licenciado Administración de Empresas 
Agropecuarias, Instituto Tecnológico Agropecuario # 16, Juan Sarabia, QR



Total Harvested Volume of Tropical Timber in 
OEPFZM, 1990-1998
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Source: Oribe Camas, Eva. 1999. "Diagnóstico de los aprovechamientos forestales 1990/1998 en la Organización 
de Ejidos Productores Forestales de la Zona Maya. Tesis Licenciado Administración de Empresas Agropecuarias, 
Instituto Tecnológico Agropecuario # 16, Juan Sarabia, QR.







Community Ecosystem Management in a Semi-humid Tropical Forest: Central Quintana Roo, Mexico

Productive ActivitiesProductive Activities Production
Problems

Production
Problems

Ecological ProblemsEcological Problems Strategy IStrategy I Strategy IIStrategy II Strategy IIIStrategy III

Slash & Burn 
Agriculture

(Milpa)

Decline in productivity

Extensive Production
“sendentarize” the milpa

Decline in soil fertility

Increased Pressure
on Forest Resources

Agroforestry

Organic 
Agriculture

Agroforestry Occupies land for
corn

Hypsiphylla in plantations
Multi-strata 
Agroforestry

Taungya
agroforestry

Logging of 
Precious 

Timbers (Mahogany)
Declining yields 
in main 
communities

Structural 
Impoverishment Certification

Logging of Lesser
Known Species

Railroad tie production
wasteful and low-Profit

Lack of market

Biotic     
Impoverishment

Wooden Artisan Objects
Sawmill

Furniture Shops

Chicle Uncertain markets
Certification green 

markets
Value-added 
processing

Wildlife Captive
Breeding Permits slow Selling birds

Peccary for 
meat

Ecotourism Level of services Low impact Local 
recreation

Foreign 
tourists

Carbon
Sequestration

Capturing the global 
ecosystem service value 

of the forest 

Carry out feasibility studies

Seek joint implementation

Implement project





Markets for Lesser Known Tropical Species in 
Quintana Roo

• Softwoods-around 12,000 M3 annual production mostly in four 
species (Dendropanax arboreus, Bursera simaruba, Simarouba
glauca, Pseudobomax ellypticum).  Good markets for Dendropanax for 
tongue depressors, popsicle sticks.

• Hardwoods-around 14,000 M3 annually (Lysiloma bahamensis, 
Metopium Browneii, Bucida Buceras, Lonchocarpus castilloi). Strong 
markets for railroad ties 1974-1997.  Also flooring, furniture, 
decorative woods, artisanry.  Ligna-Quintana Roo company makes 
flooring from tropical hardwoods.

• Example of Siricote (cordia dodecandra)-higher value than mahogany 
for export to Japan, local artisan marekts, but occurs at very low 
densities in forest, now requires special permit for harvesting.


