
Enforcement of the EU 

Timber Regulation:  

evidence gathering and 

assessing compliance 

with national laws 



Illegal logging in 

Democratic Republic 

of Congo  
 

 

 

“Although logging companies are the main perpetrators of 

infractions, they are primarily exploiting the lack of state 

presence on the ground, the authorities’ lax attitude with 

regard to violations of the regulatory and legislative texts, 

the lack of monitoring, and the derisory financial penalties. 

All these factors combined result in a proliferation of illegal 

logging.” REM IFLEG  

 
 



Assessing compliance with  

applicable legislation in the 

country of harvest  

 
“The prohibition of placing on the market illegally harvested 

timber or timber products derived from such timber as set out 

in Article 4(1) of the EUTR is not conditional upon the explicit 

recognition or determination by the authorities of the country 

of harvest that a specific consignment or shipment of timber 

has been illegally harvested.  

“The enacting and application of penalties for an infringement 

of Article 4(1) of the EUTR cannot be made conditional upon 

any requirement, which is not laid down by the provisions of 

this regulation.” 

European Commission 

 
 



Sicobois 

 

 

 

•384,307 hectares under concession 

 

•Exports to France, Belgium, Portugal in Europe 

 

•Exports to China, Indonesia and Taiwan in Asia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOBAL WITNESS 

INVESTIGATION IN 

JULY 2013 
 

Annual cutting permit for 

2012 granted 

retrospectively in March 

2013 

 

 

 

Breach of Article 4 Arrêté 

ministériel n° 

001l/CAB/MIN/ECNEF/2007 

portant réglementation de 

l'autorisation de coupe 

industrielle de bois d'œuvre et 

des autorisations d'achat, 

vente et exportation de bois 

d'œuvre 



Falsified log 

markings 

Permit number 
83/2012/EQ/32 granted 
retrospectively in 
breach of the law 

 

Timber cut under 
permit number 
48/12/EQ/20 exceeded 
authorised volume or 
outside the authorised 
area?  

 

Breach of Articles 49 
and 50 of the Forest 
Code and Articles 48 
and 49 of Arrêté 
035/06, which outline 
the legal requirements 
for the marking of logs  

 

 



Illegal 

artisanal 

timber in the 

Sicobois log 

yard in the 

port of Maluku  



Illegal Artisanal Permits 

“Forest exploitation in the DRC has, over 

the last three years, experienced a boom 

in a new category of operators known as 

“semi-industrial”. This category now 

represents more than 90% of holders of 

artisanal felling permits in the DRC. It 

comprises foreign-owned companies 

with significant technical and financial 

resources who use logging permits 

normally reserved for artisanal operators 

(private and accredited Congolese 

individuals) to industrially log timber in 

local community forests. The IM 

[Independent Monitor] has documented 

the move towards this new kind of 

operation, which is completely outside 

the regulations and was heavily 

criticised in 2011 and 2012.” 

REM IFLEG 

  

 



Congo 

Zone 

  

 

Breaches of DRC’s forest laws:  

•Articles 8 and 23 of Arrêté 035 

stating that PCAs should only be 

issued to Congolese individuals. 

Congo Zone is a company,  

•Articles 8 and 23 of Arrêté 035 

state that artisanal loggers should 

be equipped only with ‘a longsaw 

or chainsaw’. The permit grants 

“the authorisation to carry out 

industrial logging”. 

•Article 8 of Arrêté 035 states that 

these permits can only be issued 

by the provincial authorities. The 

permit was signed by the national 

Minister. 

•The permits do not relate to a 

legally established community 

forest. In fact no community forests 

have yet been established in DRC 

(Article 8 Arrêté 035). 

Shipped to Belgium 



Underlying illegalities  






