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China’s sources for hardwood log imports reads like a “Who’s Who™ of countries with problems
with illegal logging. Because of remote access points and the circumventing of high export taxes
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STATEMENT OF
EILEEN SOBECK
DEPUTY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION
U.5. DEPAE
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“elsovsid EILEEN SOBECK

“HR 1497, LEGAL DEPUTY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION
Chairwoman Bordallo, Represe) U- S- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Subcommittee, thank you for im'il iu;,; 1l BEFORE THE

1497, the “Legal Timber Protection Ac

prostion: ol ez bt SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WILDLIFE, AND OCEANS
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

Resources Division (Environment Divid

Environment Division is responsible fo U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

involving environmental and natural res

against individuals or entities that violaj CONCERNING

docket of about 7.000 pending cases or
b AU e “H.R. 1497, LEGAL TIMBER PROTECTION ACT”
Among the environmental statu OCTOBER 1 6, 2 007

for enforcing is the Lacey Act, discussg
testimony is the Environment Division s Tole m crimmal proseculion of Lacey Act
violations, 1 should add that a number of other federal agencies are involved in the
implementation of the Lacey Act, including the Department of the Interior’s U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the Department of Commerce, the Department of Agriculture, and
the Department of Homeland Security,
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e In general, the Administration supports amending the Lacey Act to provide
enforcement agencies with adequate and clearly defined legal tools to address illegal

w{ logging and trafficking of foreign timber. Addition of such enforcement tools to address

trafficking in illegal timber 1s consistent with the President’s Initiative and would

enhance our ability to take steps against the multi-billion dollar trade in illegally logged

timber. Such an amendment would support international good governance; it would
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