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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA) .: .

MoNTSERRADo couNtg

GREEMENT BETWEEN THE
AND THE PEOPLE OF GBINIMBA AND RIVERCESS

31,155 HECTARES OF, COMMUNITY

wHExEA,, ,n. lTrr::li:,,iJ"il ;,;. L*,.0,. manasement anduse ofall categories offorist resources:

of 2006 provides for
is to be sanctioned bv

i Disttrict, have petitioned the
r trees on their forestland: the
form an integral part of this

with the NFRL andthat is suitable forereto Exhibit.,B,, to

WHEREAS' GBI is desirous of commerc ializingharvestable tree species on the saidtract of 31,155 hectares of land;

WHEREAS, the Authorit
Section 5.6 of the NFRL
Community Forest permit
company or corporation to carry out said co
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NGW, .FHEREFORII, fOr arrrl in eOnsiceralion of thc rnuttre*l promises arcl e'grccmcnts ,,:

herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as follows:

1. Definitions

PART "A'

a. Arrlhorily: T'he Fores Devciopment Arrthorit.y (FDA) crealed by a:r Act

of the Legislature on November l, t976' 
--', 

..

b. Ar,nual Cperations Plan: the pl,an that gui<les the alulual upercticns cf the

Holder

1t'"','

rl. Coric of Forcsi Iiarvesting Practices: a sct of standards for: ' 
i.l,,r

environmentally sound forest use prepared by the Authority

e. Conservation: the sustainable management and protection of forest

rcsolrrecs Lo aol'rieve trtaxir-lnrm *r-trrirnrt"'t"rrlal, SCrcial, C0otromic and

scientific benefits for present and future generations

f. Forestry: the science, art and practice of conservation of forest resources

g. Forest Resources License: any legal instrument pursuant to which the

Authority allows a person, subject to specified conditions, to extract

foresi rcsourccs or ntake other ptorhrCtive anrl susl'ainahle use of fOresf:

nfacts, Timber Sale Contracts' ., ,

h. Forestland: a tract of land, including its flora and fauna capable of '

producing forest resources, or land set aside for the purpose of forestry'

hu1 noi. includiilg ianci irr petrnatretr1 settlemenls and Iairrl thaL ha-q been in

long term use foi non-shiiting cultivation of crops or raising livestock'

i. Forest Product: any matenal or item derived from forest resources'

j. Forest Management Contract: forestry contract which covers a land area of

50,000 - 400,000 hectares.

k. Holder: a person who holds a valid forest resources license

l. Land Owner: a person who owns land by legal title

A,T'l(
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m-operaoc a person harvesting or making commercial r:se of fqest
:-5i)urc'::s undcr a forcst rcsolrrecs license, ineluding 4 Frcrson tcrti-g a.,a eqiloyee, contactot or other agent for aHokder.

n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of
logs. Thoy inelu<le posting of reqrrire<l performance bonel; pleparation ol:
initial annual operations plan and preparation of environmental impact
assessment.

o. Private Use Permit: a forest resource license issued by the Government to'
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land.

p. Public Use Permit: a forest resource license issued to extract forest
resource from an area less than 1000 hectares.

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a tee plantation in a previously
fcrcsted area ihat lus beerr alfected by cu'rtirrg, iitre, ot sorne cthet act of
tree removal.

r. Soc'iete Gcnera.le cte Sr cillarrce (SGS): thc institution/compaxy
responsible to manage the Chain of Custody System.

s. Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license issued by the
Covornmcnt for a periocl of three (3) year.s that allow.s a pcrson to ha.rvcsl.

timber from a specified tract of forest land.

{RT,,R"

ium: The difference between the area fee and the land rent bid fee written in
sion of a successful bidder.

A set of regulations, including internal rules, procedures and guidelines,

ming the functions for which it is created and established.

ty: A self-identified and publicly or widely-recognized coherent social goup
who sharc common customs anrl l.raditions, in'cspeetivc of adrninistrat.i.,'c iind
divisions, residing in a particular area of land over which members exercise
r, eomrlrlrrlatly by agrcement, custotn, or law. A commutrity Jnay thus be a

€e or town, or a group of villages or towns, or a clan.

ial Use: Any use of forest products or forest resources, other than direct use for
)rrtr)oses or householcl infraslmclrrre deveiopment. Conrmercial trse inclucles

ving trade or any other disposition of forest products or forest resources for
rdirect financial gains.

A,A,K
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I nt adult members of a community aged

arr<l all .social groupings within fhe
at least twice a year to consult and take

Community-based. Forest Management: Forest Management activities that are carriedcut hy a eomrrilrnity .ivith respeet. ro forest resourccs-for which thc comrnunity ha.s . ,customary tenure or other forms of proprietors rip or guardianship,

management of community forests by a
ial prirposes to fiidher.ilre elcvelopmcnl of :

community members.

Communify Forest Contract: Contract co-entered
Authority with another party or parties for large and
relative to community forest resources.

Community Forest Fund: A fund established by a Community Forest Management
Body, with community knowledge and ,onr.rrt, to finance the management ofccmrnunily forest :"esou s, or other agree<l activii.ies supporting ccmrnuniiy
development.

Com or d land traditionally owned ortrsed ral, <levclopmentat purposes. lhisterm ,,co

camnrunit5' 'Fcrest 
Bo<iy: n bocry appointeci try the comm*nity

Assembly to manage c st resou es.

Commirnity Forest Resources: Anything practical, commercial, social, religious,
rccreal.ional, edr:ca1.iona.l, seientifie, sutrsistcnee or. othcr potcnt.iai rr-ses to humans thal
exists in a community forest, including but not limited to flor4 fauna and micro-
organisms.

community Land Area: An area over which a community traditionally extends itsproprietorship andiurisdiction, and is recognized as such by neighboring communities.

Concession: For the purpose of this la1v, a contactual right granted by the Community
and Authority to a private commercial entorprise, whetf,er by ,r"gotiution, bidding o,

lneans, to harvest arr<l nrarket forest resollroes for eornnrcrcia.l go:in.r.
are ratified by the National Legislature or approve by the Community iorest
body.

Customary Land: Land, including forest land, owned by individuals, groups, families,
or communities through longstanding rules recognized by the community. To be
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into by a community and the
small-scale commercial activities
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under statutory entitlements.

Er:eeutive Committee of the Assemhly: Illcctod officials ol'1hc Asscmbly a-ritlrcrized to ': :

supervise the Community Forestry Management Body between sittings of the Assembly.

Forest Land: A tract of land, including its flora and faun4 producing or capable of,,
proclucing foresi ro.soilrocs, or iand sci asi<le for thc purposc of forc , birt not including :.,,

land in permanent settlements and land that has been in long-term use for non-shifting
cultivation of crops or raising livestock.

Large-scale commercial use: Commercial activities of forest resources which are
predominantly export oriented in their market for the sales and delivery of forest
pr^ociuets, ard which generatc total revcnue in cxccss of that spccified by rcgulalion as

determined by the Authority in consultations with communities.

Non-timber Forest Products: Resources or products that may be extracted from forest
lands and are utilized within the household or are marketed or have social, cultural or
religious significanee. These include plants ancl plant rnaterials used for food, friei, fibcr,
storage and fodder, medicine, bio-chemicals, as well as mammals, birds, reptiles, fishes
and invertebrates.

Person: Any natural person, private entrty, non-govemmental organization,civil society 
-

c."ganiz,aiion, agenc)/ of thc Govemment of Libcri4 or any putrlie body, including a'.1.:'
community forest management body.

Small-scale commercial use: Commercial activities of forest resoruces which are
predominately local in their markets for the sale and delivery of forest products, and
whieh do no1 generale lo1al rovcnue and/or occlrpy a land arca grcal.er 1.han that .spccified

by regulation as determined by the Authority in consultation with communities.

Tinrlrer: trnelustrial rouncl r.rood ancl clerive<l sawn lumber, wood chips, wooci hase<!

pdnels and pulp for household use or commercial purposes.

PART "C''

Compliance: To be in agreement with.

Community Forest Agreement: a written agleement between a forestry
eomniunity arrcl the Foreslry Development. Authority tha1. grants and pro1ec1.s a

forest community's rights within a specified area to {lccess, use, manage, protect
and benefit from forest resources in a sustainable manner.

Authority regulatory rights: rights of the Forestry Development Authority to
regulate all forest resources in Liberia, except those located on communal lands.

A.T6 \
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Commu d/or forest plantation where rights are

gre.nied iving in or ncar it to access, ltsc, and

manage ompliance with a community Forest

Agreement

of "prior, free, informed consenf'

tirrg the use of community forest

009.

Forest community: is a community authorized by the Authority under the

Comrnilnity Forcst AgreemCnl 10 aCceSS, gse' manAge, and brCnefit frOm loresl

resources within a specified area in an agteeable sustainable manner'

Forest Management Committee/Body: is a five-member body elected or selected

hy thc Communit,v Assembly to manage the <lay-to-<!ay affairs of the community

forestry program.

App!.i<:a.tion Fee: a specifie<l amottnt of money pairl to the Allthority by

communities applying for a forest community status'

Socio-economic surveys.' survey of a land to determine its social and economic

charactenstics anrl profile to he rrsed in detci'rnina.tjon of thc ncecls of the

community and in management planning'

'Community 
Assembly: is a group of persons elected.or selected by community

nrcrnbcrs to <lircci ih,Jco**rriity iorosiry pfogram. This bo<ly shall bo thc highesi

decision-making body of the community relative to the community foresty

program.

Ex the of the

t-^ shall of tho
\ '\t . Asse ' )n).As s Asse sr(

Community Assembly Constitution: is the organic .law adopted by the

Assonrbly whieh scts ottl lho broad Furposc'

ffiHJi"T:'fl#ffi*'and 
the rights and

CommunitY AssemblY BY'Laws:. arc

Community Assembly on the internal

llrirrgs as no'tices, quonrm for mectings,

for electing, removing and replacing officers, etc'

community Forest Management Rules: are specific rules and/or g,uidelines

issuc<l by thc Community Forest Maragemcnt Cornmillee/Rody tciativc'to the

sustainable use of community forest resources'

A,'l'E nw



J

J

I
J
il

Primaryl3sers:IndividualswhoareapartytoaCommunityForestAgreement.
CommunitY Forest

Secondary consislenl with the
Agreernenl, estry Rules.
'CommunitY

Template: a model; a sample; a format; a frame'
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2. Metes and Bounds/Ter nmunity Forest Land '

T'hr: bounria.ry iine of Gtri & rrcst cornrllcn{cs at a poini I 
'

near the Town of Borkon (6

runs N 33" W for 8'191 met

ng the Gwen Creek in the

mcfcrs l.o a poini; ihencc a line -tT:' S 82o W icrr 1

COMMENCEMENT,embracing3l,l55hecta,esofforestlandandNoMORE.,.

I

F

I
I
I
I
t
i
;

t

!
r,

!

f

./'i

Map oiGbi Community Forest Land

F'orest A,r.ea (31, I 5.i hectares)
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3. Contract Obiective

a. To harvest merchantable tree species from 31,155 hectares of tract of land

otherwise called the GBI Community Forest Land

b. T'o eilgage in teloreslation of the area involving inriigenous specics

c. To create alternative uses of the tract of land after harvesting of trees

(1. 'io ereaie empkryrnenl frtr about 300 ioeals of the oontrael afia anci

surrounding towns and villages'

4. Contract Duration

The contract shall be for fifteen (15) years'

Chain of CustodY SYstem

Land Rental / Bid Premium & Stumpage Tax

consistent with section 6.5 of the community Rights Law of 2008, the

re ing the ':
ed Section

pr Scoiior't' "
ferred. i li,

si.rrrrrpagc shali tx: paid iih Seclion 5.7 (c) of thc Nal.ional i"orestty

Reform"Law and also co Section 22b) of Regulation 107-07'

Other X'ees & GOL Taxes

All other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the Concession shall be consistent with

the Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation

Pre-felling Activities and Requirement

In keeping with the National Forestry Reform Law of 200F -d section 6'4 of the

Comrrrunity Rights Law of 2008, without the foilowing requirernents' '{no

commercial activities shall occur on community forestlandsD:

a

t

In keeping with section 13.5 of the National Forestry Refonn Law of 2006 and"'

sections if -:S) of fOn Regulation 108-07, the Chain of Custody System will

apply ciuring lhc iife anci impicmc st)

,rtuUtirn.a for the tracking of 1ogs, to

processing and then to domestic or ete

bcncrate <ic Surveiiiance (SGS) usi ment and software as

provided for by section 3.2 (3) of the System Management

Contract of 2007.

6.

7.

(l
t,
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a. The community has organized its Community Assembly
i. Only a eommuniiy prc-quaiifie<i'ny tho Aulhoril,v shaii 'ne eiigihic 1o 

:

establish a Community Assembly
ii. Liberians at least l8 years of age and residing within the specified

communii,v shaii qrraiifl, to be mernber rlf the Crtmrntrnil.y Assembiy :

iii. Representation on the Assembly shall be broad based including men . I ,

iv. Trvo memtrers of the County T.egisi

of ent it on the Community Assembly
v. ive elected by the Community

to f the Assemtriy
vi. None of the two (2) representatives of the National Legislature shall

hold a leadership position of the Community Assembly.

b. A five (5) member Community Management Body must be appointed
by the Community Assembly

i. The five member committee shall comprise Chief Officer,
Secretary, Treasurer and another two persons

ii. The g6v6rnpnily Forest irfanagernent Rociy shali have a term

staggered between two (2) to five (5) years.
iii. No nrornbor o[ihe T.egisialure shail be a membcr of the Conrmunity. :

Forest Management Body

c. Also the following activities must be carried out before commercialization
of ct.rnrrrtlrniiy ft rresl

i. Community Forest Agreement
ii. Community Forest Management Plan
iii. Posl.ing peth)rrnarcc btud
iv. Environmental Impact Assessment
iv. Social Contract

9. Employment

Rccrrrilmonl anri empirlyment by ihe Com;nany shaii
Law of Liberia and International Labor Organization.

be eonsisl.cnt wiih T.abrtr

Termination

This contract shall be tenninati if tn" company upon notice of breach of any-,

l.cnn 4f rhis Conlraci. laiis to remcd,v sairi broach within a periotl oi (60) sixl"y

days.

,r--.',
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9. Force Maieure

In the event of force majeure, which causes either party from meeting its
,;biigations hcrein statcd, ihe Contract shai! bc suspcnd.cd as iong as rhc l'orcc
majeure continues.

10. Dutv of Care :l

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains elvironmental quality of
the cutting area and comply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia,
Cc,Cc of iiairrcsting Praclices to include:
a. Water course protection
b. Erosion prevention
c. PrEveniion of pollution to riverq streams and other waterways by disposal of
, wastes
d. Prevention of fire disaster

The operation shall also be in conformity with intemational conventions to which
Liberia is a party. They include: the Convention on Biodiversity, the International
'i.ropicai I'imhcr /rgreernent, the Iiniteri ].ial.ion Fra.mework Convenlion on Clirnate
Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention
on inl.cma.tiona.i Trade In Endangered Species and the RAMSz\R Conventjon on
Wetland Management

11. Governing Laws

In effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant
Larvs of T.ibcria inclrrding but not iimited to ths Nal.ionai Forestr,v Refrrrm i-arv
and regulation goveming Chain of Custody will prevail.

12. Bindins Effect

This Agreement is binding on the parties, their successors-in-office as if they
were physically present at execution of this instrument.

In wibress whereof, we have aftixed our signatures on the day and date fint
mentioned above.

(-r
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FONTEBAUTEOnIil

FOB Tf,B GBI COililUNIIY

Alfred J. Barcom/Co-Chairrran

D. Wogbeh, Sr.

Community Forestry



THE LIBERIA TREE AND TRADING ANY,lNc. (LTTC)

OF THE FMC AREA ", RIVER CESS

and Doru, clo

County of

Liberia, to operate and carryout logging in our communi$

our two (2) Chiefdoms that is Gbi and Dsru'

It is further herein expressed that the forest in Gbi

THE ELDERS, CHIEFS, ZOES,

CITTZENS OF THE DISTRICT OF GBI
DISTRICT, NIMBA COI

WE, the undersigned citizens of the District t

and Trading Company, Inc' of the City of

hectares while Doru Chiefdom comprises

forest land within the two (2) Districts'

THAT FOR AND lN CONSIDERATION of the

tn" f-iu"rl" f*e and Trading Company, Inc' is

THAT, Liberia Tree and Trading

communities and such roadS shall be

agreement. These roads are intended oJ

thl roads for bringing ihdir goods from their

either of iron or concrete within areas to be

WOMEN

DORU DtsrRlcr'
REPUBLIC OF

the Liberia Tree
R$public of

arfd lying in

f 31,155

hectares therebY 155 hectares of

and of round logs therefrom'

petitioned to Reflorm as follows:

to travel to Montserrado County in search of

clinics in pur towns so as to provide heal

THAT , LTTC provides Pit Latrines in our

diseases among out people; also LTTC

safe drinking water for the various

Chiefdoms to conStruct churches and give

spiritually.

THAT, the company creates equal job

balanced basis.

THAT, LTTC provide sclrolarships for at least persons living witlrifr our comnlunities on a

gender balance basis in any of the below areas of leaming:

) Forestry
) General Construction

) Engineering
) Agriculture

THAT, LTTC constructs one High Sghool in a

view of making our children receive the requit

I7I

TION AND

A,\,,fi,
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THAT, LTTC for the benefit of the communl

l",it"""io"t while the logging activities are

rH Ar, Lrrc q':"'1"-",':1,P.:111,%::i[T
focus on their jobs ano a

Reason being, these teachers are deprived

:ffi; lu, Jnirot"n'" moral needs thus col

Therefore, we' the citizen of Gbi and Doru

.. t$th day of Or

Resolved; that on th? +--;-i,orntResolveq; urqr v" "'. ;Io the LIBERIA
mentioned below be gtvt

CommunitY Forests'

> The Gbi Forest area commencing'

' 
""ti+r, 

comins tTl.::."f$J'
::I'IJJ;;' i"ig" waterside #s 1

;"Ji'i""[;;*"ro; T.I:y ot'
"ol'r""t, t"i"tt ano t'lo MoRE'

> The Doru Forest commences at

' *'""iii"nce a line runt,:l:1n ;1:
-oters to the Point on Inlelrrau\

H;; , tin" tnt S 88 degrees

. MORE.

FOR: GBICHTEFDOM

n<

2 and runs Gwen litttt hectares of

to TommY Town

the eaStem side

:f".l'"ilflff':;):;
, 

-.soutfrern 
boundary line;

;:t-;; the Gwen Greek:
r-j"'.1;, 

a r +^aters.to th€

shall carryout Agro

social and

national growth'

ot TaPPita

. A. D. 2010; the z

iE AND TRAOING

KonwaYPa near

Therefrom the

confluence of the

proiects within the

only

them
and elders within the

omic and sociat living

rstos River in the N

Consultant CaPital

for 15,980 meters to
for d0,11+

in the Southem
of

35,000

ilrett{cHter

ffiifr_cnter

and NO

k.rrtD\
CHIEF

.D-4

Ci

Ptt

, 

/,,
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26-tr-e clten
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CHAIRMANATOUTH

MEMBER/ YOUTH

MEMBER / YOUTH

CHAIRI-ADY
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MEMBER/WOMEN GROUP

MEMBER/WOMEN GROUP /WOMEN
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Gbi Chiefdom
Tappita Statutory District
Nimba County
Republic of Liberia

December 11.2O1O

oF TNTRODUCTIqN

Hon" Moses Wogbeh
Managing Directqr
Forestry DeveloPment Authority
Congo Town
Monrovia, Liberia

Dear Hon. Wogbeh:

We. the citizens of Gbi Chiefdom, do
Company, Inc.

write to introduce

Liberia Tree and Trading ComPanY,
managing our CommunitY Forest si

has approached us the

(31
and lying Gbi

forest is approximately Thirty One One Hundred

The citizens of Gbi have negotiated, and signed an
resolved to grant LTTC, Inc. the rights to operate manage

in a sustainable manner for mutual

Hence, this Letter of Introduction.

of our people.

Please find attached all relevant

With sentiments of our high esteem'

Respectfully yours,

FOR: THE AFFECTED FOR
(owNERS)

IN THE PRESENCE OF:

CommunitY Forests

{a-"--

otf operating and
surfabe area of our

heotares

,q:f ,i3
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TO:

FROM:

Srrhieci'^--'J---'

DATE:

Forestry Development Authority
P.0. Box 10-3010

Whein Town, Mt. Barclay
-\/nnfcnmrin |.-nrrnfrrvvsrr!J

Monrovia- Liberia

MEMORANDUM

Moses D. Wogbeh
Managing Director,
Fo restry Development Auth

.Iohn D. Kantor. Sr.

Technical S{anager, P.&

T^----^,
I ()t \v()f

Acting DA

Located in Nimba and River Cess Counties

March 6,201t

Fqc

Predicated on a communication under the signatwe of Mr. Ncks Y. Toweh, PresidenVCEO-

Liberia Tree and Trading Company, fNC. (LTTC), requesting the Forestry f)evelopment
Authurity tJ au,.henticalc, r,erif3i and issue necessary Permif lbr a Cornrnunity lbrcsl arsa situalsd

and lying in Gbi & Doru and Doedain districts, Nimba & River Cess Counties. A team of
technicians from the FDA was mandated to visit Gbi & Doru and Doedain community forest for
,Jr.bii ground iruihing, capturing c'f lribai Lartd marks anri siglrt seeirlg of iire area for
management's reaction.

In light of thq above, two surveyors and three Global Positioning System (GPS) operators,

trav,,ilod to thc land undur s.rnsid{.rration t<; conduct ajoint gr<.rund truthing exercisc of thc arca

along with the tribal people and company representative.

Field Potrol

During the period February L3-21, the joint team patrolled a significant portion of the area and

gathered detail infonnation reiating to on going multiple uses of the are4 iypes of vegetaticn,

topolory, and livelihood of communities dwellers within the pararneters of the forest.

4,'J' fl1'\



finduzs

Following an intensive tour by the technicians, we observed and authenticated that:

Indeed the Community forest area does not overlapped with any of FDA allocated areas;

Greater portion of the area is suitable for harvesting (commercial logging);

Topographically, the entire land mass of Tribal land area submitted to FDA is relatively
flat with few major water ways;

* fn" area is truly located in Gbi & Doru and Doedain Districts, Nimba and River Cess

Counties:

The size of the area requested by the citizens of Gbi & Doru and Doedain districts for
harvesting was plotted on the field using Precision gadget.

The actual size of the area requested is correct (-li.l-;.t heduras./76,9114 ut'res);

The commencement or starting point of the Community forest is Northing 0478885 and

Eastern 0695269 fUniversal Traverse Mercator) on the surface of the earth.

E-ec-qame4&sliaL

ln view of the verification an<l confirmation of these documents by the F'orestry Development

Autlrority, coupled with our grorurd truthing (February 13-21,201l),,rve herein recommend that:

# The actual area of Doru Chiefdom plotted be given with the Metes and Bounds on behalf

of the people of Gbi & Doru and Doedain Distticts;

* As peicommunity Rights Law (CRL) of 2009 provision in chapter two sections 1-8, we

tlrerefore recommend that FDA Management issue a Communitv (Jse Permit for Land

totaling 76.984 aqes /31.155 hectares to the people of Gbi & Doru districts in Nimba

and River C*.r Couoti"s, 
"ompliance 

with all relevant requirements of this section.
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