Traditional knowledge and medicinal plant use is deeply rooted in all indigenous cultures
in the Amazon, but tends to be held by elders and medicine men and women. As
indigenous communities face escalating threats from illegal deforestation, violence, and
the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is at risk of losing their irreplaceable knowledge.
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i Forest Trends has been working with Yawanawa and Surui indigenous
communities since 2014 to establish “Living Pharmacies.” By building
medicinal plant gardens in their villages, communities can reclaim and maintain
a resource critical to their health and cultural identity. Each Living Pharmacy is
a place where elders can pass their traditions on to the next generation and
share potentially lifesaving skills. Elders' forest wisdom is the cornerstone of
community health and wellness. Reviving traditional knowledge of medicinal
plants has never been this urgent.
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“We have to educate ourselves to know how to
use our medicines from our forest. | decided to be
part of this project as a way to value our culture
and strengthen us again, as it was in the past.”

- Naraiamat Surui, young Surui Leader

The Living Pharmacies project is part of a partnership between Forest Trends’ Communities & Territorial
Governance Initiative and the IKEA Foundation. The “Our Forest, Our Home” program focuses on increasing
access to medicinal plants, and investing in climate-resilient agroforestry systems to generate sustainable
income, improve food security, promote traditional healthcare, and provide education suited to the needs of

Yawanawa and Surui communities in the Brazilian Amazon.

Learn more at www.forest-trends.org.



