


Examples of These Markets:  

• Chiapas, Mexico:  The International Federation of Automobiles has purchased carbon credits from over 700 
farmers in Mexico’s poorest state.  Farmers are paid to restore the ecological health of degraded forestland, 
agricultural areas, buffer zones, and watershed zones.1 

• Antioquia, Colombia:  The San Nicolas Forests Corporation pays 10,000 small-scale farmers in the Medellin 
watershed for carbon sequestered by better land management practices.  The project has catalyzed the extraction 
of timber and non-timber forest products, connected biological corridors and trained communities in forest 
extension, business ventures and forest ecology.2 

• New York City, USA:  New York City has saved billions of dollars by paying farmers in upper watersheds to 
improve their land management practices, rather than investing in the alternative of new water treatment 
facilities.  In one survey, 44% of participating farmers in the Catskill watershed maintained that payments had 
improved their economic well-being.3 

 

The Ecosystem Marketplace 

The Ecosystem Marketplace offers the most timely, relevant and comprehensive information on price trends, deals and 
events, as well as resources and tools for buying, selling, and investing in ecosystem services. It 

• Explores issues of equity in these new markets and assesses who is getting involved 
• Helps communities and landowners identify potential buyers and investors  
• Increases the participation of landowners in shaping policies and regulations which will effect land management 
• Shows how markets work, what the rules are, and how to get started developing a payment scheme 
• Helps landowners find partners, advisors, and service providers 

                                                 
1 http://www.eccm.uk.com/scolelte/ 
2 Robledo, C.  2003. Alternative Financing Model for Sustainable Management in the San Nicolas Forests, Colombia . 
Intercooperation/EMPA. Presented at the Katoomba Group Meeting,Rüschlikon, Switzerland, October 29-30, 2003.  
http://www.katoombagroup.org/Katoomba/meetings/_ppt/Switzerland_2003/Shows/Carmenza%20Robledo%20%5BRead-
Only%5D.pdf 
3 Pagiola, S., J. Bishop, and N. Landell-Mills, eds. 2002. Selling Forest Environmental Services: Market-based Mechanisms for Conservation 
and Development. Earthscan Publications. London, U.K. 


