


   
    
 
Markets Can Provide Sources of Revenue for Conservation  

• For ecosystem services to be conserved they need to be more valuable than the alternative uses of the land, 
and in order for them to be well managed, good stewardship needs to be more profitable than bad 
stewardship. 

• A variety of new market mechanisms are being designed to pay landowners to protect or restore ecosystem 
services. These mechanisms include set-aside programs to conserve habitat, payments for         
biodiversity-conserving land-use or -management, and payments for conservation of particular species or 
habitat, among others. 

• A variety of actors are engaged in these markets, providing new revenue streams for conservation. These 
actors include businesses, investment firms, insurance companies, governments, communities, 
municipalities, and others. 

• New market mechanisms are being designed to pay landowners to protect or restore ecosystem services, 
including: 

o Biodiversity protection, including pollination services, provision of biodiversity-rich habitat, etc. 
o Watershed services, such as regulation of water quality and flow, erosion control and 

sedimentation control 
o Carbon sequestration and/or storage 

o Aesthetic beauty and landscape enrichment 
o Salinity control 

• Ecosystem service markets include: 
o Open trading schemes under a regulatory cap or floor 
o Private deals between a buyer and a seller 
o Public payments by a government agency 

o Ecolabeling of farm or forest products 

 

The Ecosystem Marketplace  

• Offers the most timely, relevant and comprehensive information on price trends, deals and events, as well 
as resources and tools for buying, selling, and investing in ecosystem services 

• Explores issues of equity in these new markets and assess who is getting involved 

• Helps the environmental community understand markets as an additional tool for conservation  

• Helps the environmental community advocate for policies that conserve ecosystems and the services they 
provide 
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